Safe Job Procedure Scaffold Erection
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	Potential Hazard
	Risk level

	Awkward/sustained postures
	Low

	Forceful exertions – carrying ladder
	Medium

	Repetitive movements
	Low

	Sharp points/edges
	Medium

	Pinch points – fingers caught
	Medium

	Surfaces causing falls
	Medium

	Moving machinery
	Low

	Chemicals
	Medium

	Electrical
	Medium

	Extreme heat/cold
	Medium

	Noise
	Low

	Risk of falling
	High

	Other
	



	Risk control devices, personal protective equipment, and other safety considerations
	Training/Reference info

	· Keep away from electrical wires/equipment.
· Protective headwear and eyewear
· Safety footwear
· Full body harness
· Lanyard with shock absorber
· Lifeline, carabiners

	· Injury prevention orientation.
· CSA Z797-09 Code of Practice for Access Scaffold
· CAN/CSA S269.2-M87 (R2003) Access Scaffolding for Construction Purposes
· Part 23 Scaffolds and Other Elevated Work Platforms, Nova Scotia Workplace Safety and Health Regulation
· ANSI Standard A10.8-2001, Safety Requirements for Scaffolding



Note: Communicate with supervisor prior to working at heights. Only trained workers are allowed to work on scaffolding erection and dismantling. Ensure overhead powerlines are identified and controlled. Any defective scaffold must be labelled and immediately reported to a supervisor. Place warning signs and barriers around the defective scaffolding.

Employers must ensure that workers are trained and follow this safe work procedure.

Steps to complete this task safely:
1. Ensure that you understand and follow the engineer's and/or manufacturer’s specifications and instructions on the installation, use, maintenance, and dismantling of a scaffold.
2. Identify competent persons to supervise and inspect the scaffold.
3. Determine a suitable fall protection system to be used for workers erecting and dismantling scaffolds.
4. Conduct an inspection of all scaffold components to ensure they are undamaged and in proper working condition, prior to the erection of the scaffold
5. An open access scaffold more than 10 m in height, or an enclosed or hoarded access scaffold more than 7.5 m in height, must be designed by an engineer:
6. If the scaffold platform is 3 m or more above the level a worker may fall, it must be equipped with a guardrail.
7. If a scaffold system is 6 m in height, it must be equipped with a suitable hoisting device for hoisting materials.
8. If a scaffold is more than 9 m in height it must be equipped with an internal stairway or ladders, and if any ladder exceeds 3 m in height, the ladder must be equipped with fall protection attachments.
9. A scaffold must be anchored and securely guyed or tied back to the building or structure at vertical and horizontal intervals of no more than 3 times the minimum lateral dimension of the scaffold;
10. Scaffold platforms must be secured and have a minimum platform width of 500 mm, or 1.5 m if used by bricklayers, or similar trades people, for holding their immediate supply of building materials.
11. Protect all planked or working levels with proper guardrails, mid rails and toe boards along all open sides and at the ends of scaffold platforms.

**The information contained in this publication is intended for general use and may not apply to every circumstance. It is not a definitive guide to government legislation and does not relieve persons using this publication from their responsibilities under the Occupational Health and Safety Act or applicable legislation. The appropriate regulations and statutes should always be consulted and adhered to**



1

