Safe Job Procedure Handling and Disposing of Sharps 
(sharp objects that may have been in contact with blood and bodily fluids)
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	Potential Hazard
	Risk level

	Sharp points/edges
	High

	Biological pathogens
	High

	Other
	



	Risk control devices, personal protective equipment, and other safety considerations
	Training/Reference info

	· Gloves
· Eye goggles
· Laboratory coats/aprons

	· WHMIS 2015
· CAN/CSA-Z316.6-14-Sharps Injury Protection - Requirements and Test Methods - Sharps Containers
· National Standard of Canada/Canadian General Standards Board-43.125- 2016 (CAN/CGSB-43.125-2016).
· TDG Regulation



Note: Common signs and symptoms of a musculoskeletal injury (MSI) can include pain, burning, swelling, stiffness, numbness/tingling, and/or loss of movement or strength in a body part. Report these to your supervisor.

Employers must ensure that workers are trained and follow this safe work procedure

Steps to complete this task safely:

1. Ensure a sharps container is within reach.
2. After using a sharp, hold the upper end pointed away from you, and ensure no one is between you and the sharps container.
3. Discard all used syringes as a single unit into the sharps container.
Do not: 
· Insert fingers into opening of sharps container
· Recap needles
· Separate needles and syringes
· Dispose of sharps in the garbage
If needle and syringe become separated, use forceps to dispose of needle.
4. If the sharp is a scalpel, use forceps to remove the blade from the non-disposable scalpel handle without breaking the blade. Place the blade in the sharps container.
5. When finished, remove gloves and contaminated clothing and dispose of them into a biohazardous waste container.
6. Wash hands with soap and water, followed by a sanitizer.
7. Before leaving the workspace, ensure all sharps are disposed of correctly and all spills are appropriately cleaned.
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