Safe Work Practice Thawing of Frozen Ground Using Artificial Heating Methods
	Department/Area:
	Approved by:
	Date Created:
	Review/Revision Date:

	insert text here
	
	
	



	Potential Hazard
	Risk level

	Awkward/sustained postures - bend, reach, lift
	

	Forceful exertions - lifting
	

	Repetitive movements
	

	Vibration
	

	Compression
	

	Sharp points/edges - sharp materials
	

	Pinch points - bin lids
	

	Materials falling - bin lids
	

	Surfaces causing falls - icy, snow in winter
	

	Moving machinery
	

	Chemicals
	

	Biological pathogens - contact with waste
	

	Electrical
	

	Extreme heat/cold
	

	Noise
	

	Combustibles/flammables
	

	Risk of falling
	

	Other
	



	Risk control devices, personal protective equipment, and other safety considerations
	Training/Reference info

	
	



Note: 
What are some good general safe work practices?
1. DO ensure barricades and warning signs are in place.
1. DO ensure no presence of flammable items such as wood, plastic, insulation, cardboard, or hydrocarbon products.
1. DO ensure no presence of any electrical lines either above or below ground.
1. DO ensure no presence of any infrared fire detection devices.
1. DO ensure visibility is not restricted for workers and/or vehicles due to smoke and steam.
1. DO check steam hose for secure connections and hose punctures.
1. DO periodically check the depth of the thawing.
1. DO use proper PPE when thawing frozen ground.
1. DO follow thawing safe work procedures step by step.
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