Safe Work Practice Sweeping
	Department/Area:
	Approved by:
	Date Created:
	Review/Revision Date:

	insert text here
	
	
	



	Potential Hazard
	Risk level

	Awkward/sustained postures - bend, reach, lift
	

	Forceful exertions - lifting
	

	Repetitive movements
	

	Vibration
	

	Compression
	

	Sharp points/edges - sharp materials
	

	Pinch points - bin lids
	

	Materials falling - bin lids
	

	Surfaces causing falls - icy, snow in winter
	

	Moving machinery
	

	Chemicals
	

	Biological pathogens - contact with waste
	

	Electrical
	

	Extreme heat/cold
	

	Noise
	

	Combustibles/flammables
	

	Risk of falling
	

	Other
	



	Risk control devices, personal protective equipment, and other safety considerations
	Training/Reference info

	
	



General Safe Work Practice for Sweeping

Sweeping floors may involve awkward positions of wrists and prolonged contact pressure on hands. Also, the back and neck are often in an awkward forward-bent posture.

· DO Alternate right and left hands at the top of the mop handle.
· DO Use lightweight brooms, standup dustpans, and lobby brooms.
· DO Use tools that allow you to remain upright.
· DO If needed, bend your knees and not your back.
· DO Wear knee pads and kneel down to get closer to the work.
· DO Add a foam sleeve over the broom handle for a better and more comfortable grip.
· DO NOT bend your back.
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