Safe Work Practice Chipper
	Department/Area:
	Approved by:
	Date Created:
	Review/Revision Date:

	insert text here
	
	
	



	Potential Hazard
	Risk level

	Awkward/sustained postures - bend, reach, lift
	

	Forceful exertions - lifting
	

	Repetitive movements
	

	Vibration
	

	Compression
	

	Sharp points/edges - sharp materials
	

	Pinch points - bin lids
	

	Materials falling - bin lids
	

	Surfaces causing falls - icy, snow in winter
	

	Moving machinery
	

	Chemicals
	

	Biological pathogens - contact with waste
	

	Electrical
	

	Extreme heat/cold
	

	Noise
	

	Combustibles/flammables
	

	Risk of falling
	

	Other
	



	Risk control devices, personal protective equipment, and other safety considerations
	Training/Reference info

	
	



Note: 
1. Safety devices and controls, such as emergency shut-off devices, are tested and verified to be functioning properly before the chipper is used.
1. Workers are trained in safe work procedures, including operating wood chipper safety devices and safety controls. These procedures should be based on the manufacturer’s recommendations for each machine.
1. At least two workers are in close contact with each other when operating the chipper.
1. Workers wear close-fitting clothing, gloves without cuffs, trousers without cuffs, and skid-resistant foot wear. Clothing should be kept tucked in.
1. Workers’ hands and feet remain outside the infeed hopper.
1. Workers feed brush and limbs into the infeed hopper butt end first.
1. Workers feeding material are positioned at the side of the machine to allow quick operation of the emergency shut-off device and minimize risk of entanglement in branches. Because of differences among machines, the manufacturer’s operating manual should be consulted for guidance. Safe feeding of some disc-type chippers requires the worker to be on the right side.
1. Workers walk away once the feed mechanism has grabbed the material.
1. Workers lay short material on top of longer material that’s feeding or use a longer branch to push it through the infeed hopper.
1. Workers load small raked-up material such as twigs and leaves directly into the chip truck or in trash cans or bags instead of feeding it into the chipper.
1. Workers keep the area around the wood chipper free of slipping and tripping hazards.
Workers wear hard hats, eye protection and hearing protection.
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